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To the INHABITANTS of the Pariſh 
Of — 


Neighbours and Friends, | 


S I am at this Time abſent from 
| you, and therefor: not able to 

to give you from the Pulpit, the 
proper Inſtructions on the approach- 
ing Faſt: I take this Method of ft 
conveying them to you. 
In a leſſer Matter, I might, per- 
haps, have pleaded my Age in ex- 
cuſe. But when God has ſpoken to 
us in Anger, from the very Bowels 
of the Earth, and from the Depth 
of the Sea; I could not ſatisfy my- 
ſelf, without taking a Part ſuitable 
to my Station in the Church, in 
that Call to a national Repen- 
tance, to which ſuch Diſpenſations 
of Providence naturally direct, and 
which is ſpecially incumbent upon 


| all Orders of the Clergy. 


The 


The Day, I hope, . you will ob- 
ſerve, by a ftrift Ceſſation from all 
your worldly Oecuputions, and by a 
cloſe tention to the Exerciſes of | 
Religion, both preblick and private ; 
which wil! have more or leſs of good 
Eſſect, as you. ſhall be more or lefs 
prepared. To afjift you in this, is 
the {mention of the Diſcourſe I now 
preſent to you, which I hope you 
will accept with Candour, and read 
with Profit. And that the Grace. 
of God may attend you in all your. 
pious Endeauours, is the earneſt 

| Prayer cf, Rr, 


| Your faithful Miniſter, 
and Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 


| 3 
Jan. 5, 1756, 
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Los XI 3,5. 


—— Expt ye: repent Je fall all 
e N 89 
G2 0 H E Context ;nforths us, that 
RI there were ſome - who told our 
Saviour of tbe Gallileans ce 
Blood Pilate had: mingled with 


heir Sacręſices; that is whom Pilate ſlew 


whilſt they were offering their Sacrifices, 
To which our Saviour anſwers; Swppoſe ye 
that theſe Gallileans were Sinners above 


.all the Gallileans, v2cauje they.ſuffered ſuch 


Things ? I tell ou Nay; but except ye repent 
ball all Iifewwife periſh. To ſtrengthen 
this Obſetvationhe' adds: another Example 
r thoſe eiglterm upon whom the Te ower 
in Sfloam Jell and flew them”; think ye that 
'rhey »avere Sinners above all Men that 
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dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell you Nay; But 
except ye repent ye ſhall all ikewtſe periſh, 

It is very natural to conjecture, by the 
Turn of this Anſwer, that thoſe who 
told our Saviour this Story of the Galli- 
Jeans, did it not without ſome Cenſure 
upon the Sufferers, as more obnoxious to 
God's Juſtice than other Men. Mankind 
even at this Day is very apt to do the 
ſame Thing upon like Occaſions. Let 
us take the Thing in this Light, and ſee 
«hat our Saviour's Anſwer amounts to: 
I tell you Nay—what is it he here denies ? 
Why not that theſe Gallileans were Sin- 
ners, nor yet that this Deſtruction was 
the Judgment of God upon them for 
their Sins. But he denies that their 'Suf- 
fering ſuch Things was a ſufficient Ground 
whereupon. to conclude, that they were 
greater Sinners than the Reſt of the Gal- 
lileans who did not ſuffer them. So again, 
with Reſpect to thoſe eighteen upon 
whom the Tower in Siam fell and flew 
them, he does not deny that they were 
Sinners, nor that they were thus ever- 
| Rs |  whelmed 


51 


whelmed becauſe they were Sinners; he 


only fays that this was.no Evidence that 
they were greater Sinners, than the other 
Inhabitants of Feruſalem were, So that 
nothing can be raiſed upon theſe Words 
in Diſparagement of the common Belief, 
which has prevailed i in all Places and in 


all Ages, viz. That God, in the ordinary 
Courſe of his Providence, does interpoſe 


to puniſh wicked Men or wicked Na- 
tions in this World. But what follows in 
the Text moſt. evidently. ſupports this 
Notion ; except ye repent ye ſhall all likes 


1e periſb; which! is as plain a Declaration 
of a vindictive Providence preſiding over 
Men as is poſſible. And it was a Call 


upon the Jeus to make Uſe of the Ex- 
amples that were before their Eyes, as a 
Warning to themfelves, who were not 
e the leſs Sinners, becauſe God 
Had hitherto Ipared them, but would cer- 
dainly be the greater Sufferers if they ac- 


repted not the Grace offered by him, and 


turned not unto God by true Repentance, 
Ani | this Was after wards verified upon 
| them 


—— — — — 
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them in a remarkable Manner. For ds 


Pilate mingled the Blood of theſe Galli- 
leans with their Sacrifices, and thoſe 
Eighteen were ſlain by the Fall of the 
Tower in Siloam; ſo it happened to 
them, from the Romans, who encloſed 
their City, and upon the very Day ap- 
pointed for killing their Paſſover, ſlew 
many of them in the very Temple, 
whilſt others were cruſhed in Pieces by 
the Ruins of the Towers of the City. 


It has ever been the Caſe that God Yao 


been more gracious in giving Warning 
than Man has been wiſe in taking it. The 
old World wanted not Warning of the 


approaching Deluge; but they regarded 
it not. They were. Eating and Drinking, 


Marrying, and giving in Marriage, tall 
"the Day that Noah entered into the Art; . 


and knew not (i. e. conſis dered not) 5 | 


the Flood came and took, them all away, 
"Matt. xxiv. 38, 39. 80 it was with the 


Jews : Their Captivities were foretold. by 


their Prophets, and their final Deſtrue- 
tion by our Bleſſed Saviour; yet they re- 


pented 


1 
pented not. God doth not in theſe Days 
ſend his Prophets to warn us; but he 
warns us by his Wok p and the Works 
of his Providence, when he makes the 
Examples of Wickedneſs the Examples alſo 
of his Juſtice. Happy for us when ſuch. 
Examples have their due Effect in calling 
us back to ourſelves, when we have de- 
viated from the Paths of Virtue. But 
let us take Heed of ' paſſing raſh Judg- 
ment upon the Sufferers in Conſequence of 
ſuch Events; or of fingling out of Peo- 
ples Characters what we do not like, and 
faying ; This. is the Sin for which they are 
puniſhed; This is not our Buſineſs; nor did 
our Saviour make it any Part of his; but, 
without ſo much as ſaying whether the. 
Gallileans were or were not Sinners, or of 
what Nature or Kind their Sins were, 
immediately calls the Jews to the Judg- 
ment of themſelves. If I know a Man 
to be a Sinner, I muſt judge him to be a 
Sinner: But this Judgment ariſes not as a 
Conſequence from what he ſuffers, | but 
from its own proper Evidence, Which 
would have been the ſame whether he 

had 
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had ſuffered or not. And if when I ſee 
the Sin, I likewiſe ſee Miſchief following 
cloſe at the Heels of it ; I both may and 
ſhould take Judgment to myſelf, fo far as 
to make the Example a Matter of Cau- 
tion; that is to ſay, I may judge or be- 
lieve, that poſſibly or probably, the Miſ- 
chief was ſent as a Puniſhment for the 
Sin; becauſe it agrees with God's gene- 
ral Method of Dealing with Sinners, as 
declared in his holy Word. Thoſe who 
will not ſuffer us to go thus far without 
taking Offence (if ſuch there are) may 
pretend Tenderneſs; but the Offence 
really ſprings from Unbelief. If we are 
to raiſe any Concluſion from ſuch Exam- 


ples, we cannot fay /e/5 than this; and if 


we are to raiſe none, they are offered to 
us in vain. But the Scripture direfs us 
to take Notice of theſe Things as Warn- 
ings to Repentance ; ; and if we would 
make this good Uſe of all the Sin and 
Miſchief that we ſee in the World, and 
ayoid Sin for fear of its Conſequences, | 

we 


CY) 

we ſhould act a very wiſe Part, and an- 
ſwer the End which Providence intended 
by ſuch Examples. But there is ſome- 
thing deeply rooted in human Nature 
which de feats theſe Meaſures of Provi- 
dence. We care neither to part with our 
Vices, nor to ſee the Rod of God hang- 
ing over our Heads. We would, if we 
could, ſin on and be ſafe too. This puts 
us upon Tricks, and Contrivances, to 
deſtroy this troubleſome Conjunction of 
sin with Miſery ; which was Epicurus's 
Maſter- Piece. But this Man did not 
do his Work. He cut the Knot which 
he could not untie. He could not ſhew 
that, ſuppoſing a wiſe and righteous 
Governor of the World, there can be any 
Safety for Sinners. If he had done this 
he had been a Maſter indeed! But inſtead 
of this he abſolutely diſcards a Providence; 
and, as he had made (or fancied he had 
made) a World by Chance, fo he left it 
to be governed by Chance. There are 
ſome ſuch Philoſophers in theſe Times; 

and there are Prejudzces which wall mi- 


B niſter 
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niſter a Handle to thoſe who are diſpoſed 
to take it. 

In the firſt Place, they will tell you, that 
this (ſuppoſed) Providence of God in pu- 
niſhing Sinners in this World is not equal. 
Bad Men periſh ; and ſo do good Ones too, 
by the very ſame Methods: By War, by 
Famine, by Peſtilence, and the like, And 
does not our Saviour tell you as much ? 
He tells you that the Gallileans, whoſe 
Blood Pilate mingled with their Sacri- 
fices, were not greater Sinners than other 
Gallileans who met not with the ſame 
Fate. He tells you, that they upon 
whom the Tower of Sham fell, and 
ſlew them, were not Sinners above thoſe 
who eſcaped. This is diſclaiming an 
equal Providence. For how elſe were it 
conſiſtent that thoſe who were equally, 
and, perhaps, more guilty, ſhould not 
have been alike involved in the ſame, 
or in greater Ruin? This notwithſtand- 
ing he both gives and repeats his Advice; 
Repent, or ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
The Truth is, that an equal Providence 
| enters 


114 
enters not at all into the Notion of a vin- 
dictive Providence. No- body maintains 
that under an ordinary Providence God 
diſtributes equal Juſtice in this World: 
Nor is this any Impeachment of the Juſ- 
tice of Providence; becauſe we believe 
that God hath appointed a Day in which 
be will judge the World in Righteouſneſs ; 
in which every Man will receive the due 
Reward of bis Deeds. Nevertheleſs, we 
may conſiſtently ſay (and it is ALL 
we ſay) that for the preſent Terror of 
evil Doers, God may and does interpoſe, 
when he ſees meet, to puniſh wicked 
Men and wicked Nations, So that the 
proper Uſe of the Doctrine of a vindic- 
tive Providence is, not that becauſe we 
ſee other wicked Men puniſhed, we our- 
ſelves ſhall certainly be puniſhed ; but, 
becauſe others are puniſhed, we alſo (who 
are not leſs wicked) yery probably may 
be puniſhed ; which is a Conſideration 
that prevails upon us in every other In- 
ſtance in common Life, If your Neigh- 
B 2 bour's 
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bour's Houſe ſhould be on Fire, it is not 
certain that Your's will be burnt : Yet 
you uſe the proper Precautions ; and you 
would be reckoned a mad Man if you 
ſhould not. If a Maſter puniſhes a Ser- 
vant for his ill Behaviour; another Ser- 
vant may find Favour; but no wiſe Man 
will think himſelf ſecure, but, admo- 

niſhed by the Example, will take Care 
not to of end. It is, in this very Light, 
in which Sf. Paul places this Argument 
in the tenth Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, when having recounted 
the ſeveral Judgments of God upon the 
Tiraelites, he ſays (ver. 11.) that theſe 
Things 5 bafpened unto them for Enſamples, 
and are written for our Admonition, that 
we ſhould not tuft after evil Things. And 
yet St. Paul cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
been ignorant of what common Expe- 


ricnce and Obſervation ſhews, viz. That 


all Men have not equal Juſtice done them 
in this World, but that whilſt God pu- 
niſheth ſome he ſparech others, not leſs, 

| 7 1-208 
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13 
but perhaps more, deſerving Puniſh- 
ment. 

All this, you will fay, would be very 
Right, if we were ſure, that when bad 
Men ſuffer it is the Puniſhment of God 
for their Sins. But how do we know 
this? Bad Men ſuffer ; but we ſee not 
the Hand of God in their Sufferings. The 


Gallileans were ſlain ; but they were ſlain 


by Pilate, The Erghteen were over- 
whelmed by the Fall of the Tower in Si- 
ham, It was old and crazy (you will 
fay) and happened (znluckzly) to fall juſt 
at that Time, as we fee in many In- 
ſtances. By what Circumſtance then, 
by what Connexion, will you ſhew that 
God was more concerned in theſe than 
in all other common Events? Truly I 
know not, nor are you or I at all con- 
cerned to know it. If our Sayiour were 
now among us, and ſhould be told of a 
Houſe falling down, ſomewhere in Lon- 
don, and killing many, I preſume he 
would give the ſame Anſwer. And 
ce. he be farther aſked, how he 


Knew 
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{ 14 ] 
knew that the Hand of God was more 
concerned in this than in any other 
ordinary Event; he would tell ſuch 
Enquirers, as he has told us, that ALL 
Events, ordinary or extraordinary, are in 


the Hand of God. Not @ Sparrow ſhall 


fall on the Ground without your Father ; 


yea, the very Hairs of your Head are all 


numbered by him, Matt. x. 29, 30. Nor 


was this the Doctrine of Chriſt only ; it 
was the Faith of all the antient People of 
God. Hear the elegant Deſcription of it 
by the Royal Pſalmiſt, which J will give 
you in the Tranſlation that is moſt fami- 
liar to you. He covereth_ the Heaven 
with Clouds and prepareth Rain for the 
Earth, and maketh the Graſs to grow upon 
the Mountains, and Herb for the Uſe of 
Men. Hx giveth Fodder unto the Cattle, 
and feedeth the young Ravens that call 
upon bim,—HE giveth Snow like Wal 
and ſcattereth the hoar-froft like Aſhes. 
He caſtetb forth his Ice lite Morſels; 


wwho is able to abide bis Froſts ? He, ſend- 


etb out bis Word and melteth them; Ht 
bloweth 


$51 
bloweth with his Wind and the Waters 
foro, Pſ. cxlvii. Or, as it is in the Book 
of Job, Chap. x11. 7, &c. Ask now the 
Beaſts and they will teach Zhee, and the 
Fools of the Air and they will tell thee, 
Or ſpeak to the Earth and it ſhall teach 
thee ; and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall de- 
clare unto thee, What ſhall they teach? 
What ſhall they declare ? Why the Power 
and Wiſdom of God conſtantly inter- 
poling to govern this World. For fo it 
follows—IN WHOSE HAND 725 the Soul of 
every living Thing, and the Breath of all 
Mantind — With Him is Wiſdom and 
Strength —HE breaketh down, and it can- 
not be built again — HE wwitholdeth the 
Waters and they dry up ; alſo he ſendeth 
them out, and they overturn the Earth— 
Hes taketh away the Heart of the Chief 
of the People of the Earth; and cauſeth 
them to wander in a Wilderneſs where 
there is no Way. They grope in the Dark 
without Light, and he maketh them to 
Hagger like a drunken Man. Have we 


not ſeen or heard of any Thiog like 
this! 


[ 16 ] 


this !\—Lay then this down as a fure 
Principle (and ſure it is) that God is in 
every Thing we ſee, in every Thing we 
enjoy, and in every Thing we ſuffer ; 
and you will have a ready Anſwer to all 
the Cavils which vain Philoſophy offers 
to thruſt God out of the World. Let 
them fal of their natural Cauſes till they 
they are tired (and ſoon they will be tired 
if they have Senſe) it helps them not, fo 
long as natural Cauſes themſelyes are 
under the Direction of Providence. But 
the very Moment you ſet up, or give 
into a Syſtem of Cauſes and Effects, 
which ſeparate God from his Works, you 
deſtroy every Effect which the Conſidera- 
tion of what we ſee about us ſhould have 
in reforming our Lives, and ſlide into the 
Folly or Madneſs of Atheiſm — and to 
Atheiſts J have nothing to ſay. | 
I take it for granted, that your own 
Thoughts have already prevented me in 
applying this Subject to that great Cala- 
mity which has lately befallen the City 
of LIs BON, and which has been felt 
1 (with 


— . — — — 
1 2 > — bc - 


17 1 

(with more or leſs Severity) in many other 
Parts of the World. It is a Subject 
highly deſerving our moſt ſerious Conſi- 
deration, and upon which it will become 
us to think, and to ſpeak, with good 
Senſe, and with Piety ? Are you aiked, 
whether this 7s the Work of God? 
you may anſwer boldly it zs his Work; 


as much as is the Riſing and Setting | 


of the Sun; as much as it is his 
Work that we have Clouds and Rain; 
that the Seaſons are kindly or unkindly ; 
that the Weather is ſerene or tempeſtu- 
ous, and the like. Would you know whe- 
ther this was meant as a Puniſhment for 
their Sins? You may anſwer, that we 
can determine nothing with Certainty of 
the preciſe Intentions of Providence in 
this Caſe, who hath other Reaſons of 
ſending Evil upon Man beſides the 
Puniſhment of Sin. But (for the Rea- 
ſon before given) you may ſay, with 
great Probability, that theſe Men were 
puniſhed for their Sins (eſpecially if 
Weir Lins were great and crying) which 
1111851 S I con- 
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1 conceive our Saviour's Words will 
juſtify, But you are not to argue 
from their Calamities what or how great 
their Sins were ; nor preſume to deter- 
mine whether if their Sins had been eſs, 
this Diſtreſs would or would not have 
happened. This 1s venturing too far into 
the Secrets of Providence, and the very 
Miſtake which our Saviour reprehends, 
Buppoſe ye that theſe Gallileans were 
Sinners above all the Gallileans, becauſe 
they ſuffered ſuch Things? IT tell you Nay ; 
but except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh, Turn therefore your Thoughts 
back upon yourſelves ; and act in the fame 
Manner, as you would have thought it 
reaſonable to act, if you had ſeen the 
naked Arm of God ſcattering Death and 
Ruin over the Heads of theſe ſinful Peo- 
ple. If you would have repented then 
do it mow. This hurts no-body, and 
may be the Means of faving You from 
Deſtruction, 

It hath pleaſed the Wiſdom of our 


Superiors to appoint a ſolemn Day of 
934 Faſting 


[ 19 ] 
Faſting and Humiliation upon this me- 
lancholy Event; and, as it may be of the 
greateſt Conſequence to us, that the Day 
be obſerved in a Manner acceptable to 
Almighty God, I hope it will not be 
thought improper, if I fay ſomething 
that may be uſeful in the Way of Pre- 
paration. 


Days of Faſting (we know) in com- 
mon, with all other Acts of outward 

Worſhip, receive all their real Worth 
from the Mind or Spirit that accompa- 
nies them. Outward Form and Solem- 
nity ſhould be obſerved; but yet as a 
Help to raiſe thoſe inward Sentiments, 
both in ourſelves and others, which be- 
comes thoſe who are offering themſelves 
as Supplicants to the Throne of Heaven. 
And as this Event is the greateſt Call 
in its Kind which has been known 
in the Memory of any Perſon living, 


or (I think) recorded in Hiſtory; 1 


ſhould hope the Solemnity will be pro- 
portionable, Earthquakes are common 
Things, and I have hitherto treated theſe 

C2 no 


i 


Prophecies not yet accompliſhed, which 


[ 20 
no otherwiſe than as common Events ; 


but, in the Circumſtances of them, they 
have the Appearance of ſomething more 


than common; and it is ſcarce poſhble 
to read the Accounts we have had from 


abroad, without recollecting our Sa- 
viour's Prophecy, as it is recorded, Luke 
xxi. when, with the Deſtruction of Fe- 
ruſalem, he points alſo at his ſecond Com- 
ing to Judgment. Nation ſhall riſe up 
againſt Nation, and Kingdom againſt 
Kinodom, and great Earthquakes ſhall be 
in divers Places, and Faniines and Peſti- 
lences—There ſhall be Diſtreſs of Nations 
with Perplexity, the Seas and the Waves 
roaring. Mens Hearts failing them for 
Fear, and for looking after thoſe Things 
which are coming on the Earth ; for the 
Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. I do 
not think that we have Light enough in 


| theſe Matters to pin down this Prophecy 
to theſe Events; nor to determine how 
near or how far off Chriſt's ſecond Com- 


ing may be, There ſeem to be other 


muſt 
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muſt be accompliſhed before this comes 
to paſs, - But, as the Reſemblance be- 
tween what we now ſee, and what ſhall 
be ſeen, when the laſt Cataſtrophe comes, 
naturally connects them together in our 
Thoughts; ſo it will always be our Wiſ⸗ 
dom, when we ſee ſuch Signs as theſe, {6 
far to be apprehenſive that the End of all 
Things is at Hand, as to be ſober and 
watch unto Prayer, 1 Pet. iv. 7. There- 
fore ſince the Voices of God and Man 
call us, let us gird on our Sackcloth. 
Let the GREAT Ones of the Earth lead 
the Train, and behave as if they had 
a Maſter in Heaven, not as if they 
thought Religion to be a Thing fit only 
for the Vulgar. Let the Elders aſſemble, 
let the Congregation be gathered together, 
even to the Children that fuck the Breaſts, 
Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord 
weep between the Porch and the Altar, 
and let them ſay, ſpare thy People, O 
| Lord! * But with the Shadow there 
e be e - with the Appear- 

ance e 


* Joel i li. 16. 
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122 
ance there ſhould be Truth ; otherwiſe, 
inſtead of attoning for our Sins, we ſhall 
make them ſo much the more provoking. 
So ſaid God to his People by the Mouth 
of the Prophet Jaiab, in that fine Paſ- 


ſage, well known, but, which cannot too 
often be repeated or conſidered. 


The Prophet begins his Prophecy with a 
heavy Complaint againſt the Jeu, for the 
conſummate Profligateneſs of their Man- 
ners, under all the outward Pomp and For- 
mality of Religion. Lou will find a Sam- 
ple of their Vices towards the Cloſe of 
the firſt Chapter. How is the faithful 
City become an Harlot ! It was full of 
Judgment, Righteouſneſs lodged in it, but 


now Murderers—Thy Princes (i. e. thy 


chief Men) are rebellious and Companion“ 


of Thieves. Every one loveth Gifts and 
followeth after Rewards. They judge nut 


the Fatherleſs; neither doth the Cauſe of 
the Widow come unto them, ver. 2 1==24. 


And upon this View of the Caſe, he fays 


(ver. 9.) Except the Lord of Hoſts had 
left unto us a ugry ſmall Remnant, we 
| ſhould 


[ 23 ] 
ſhould have been as Sodom, and we fhould 
have been like unto Gomorrah ; that is, 
God would have deſtroyed us as he did 
Sodom and Gomorrah. In the very next 
Verſe he addreſſes himfelf to the ruling 
Men among the Jeus.— Hear the Word 
of the Lord ye Rulers of Sodom, and give 
Ear to the Law of our God ye People of 
Gomorrah. To what Purpoſe is the Mul- 
tude of your Sacrifices to me ? faith the 
Lord. I am full of the Burnt-Offerings of 
Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts. — Bring 
210 more vain Oblations ; Incenſe is an Abo- 
mination to me ; the new Moons, and the 
Sabbaths, and the Calling of Aſſemblies I 
cannot away with: It is Iniquity even your 
felemn Meetings. The neu Moons and your 
appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth ; they are a 

Trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. 

And when ye ſpread forth your Hands I 
o1]l hide mine Eyes from 'you ; yea,” when 
ye make many Prayers I avill not hear you ': 
Dur Hands are full of 'Blood. Waſh ye, 
make ye clean, put away the Evil of your 
. from — mipe Eyes, ceaſe co do 
Evil, 


ay 
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Evil, learn to do well, ſeek Judgment, 


relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, 
plead for the Widow, Iſaiah i. 10—18. 
You ſee here that the whole Force, Vir- 
tue, and Efficacy of religious Obſer- 


vances, lies in their Connexion with true 


Repentance-; that is, the entire and tho- 
rough Change and Reformation of the 
Heart. This is a great Work; not to 
be done all at once, eſpecially when Men 
have been long habituated to Sin, There 
muſt be a Beginning here as there is 
in every other Work. And if the 
Beginning be as it ſhould be, we may 
have comfortable Hopes, that in the Pro- 
greſs and Concluſion we ſhall not be diſ- 
appointed in our Expectations. 

The Beginning of - Repentance muſt 
neceſſarily be placed in a Senſe of our 


Sins, and in the Belief of the Power, 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of God ; for we car 
go no lower, Becauſe he, who never 
conſiders who or . what God is.; nor 
. knows nor cares whether he is a Sinner or 


not, is abſeclutely grapenitent, The Law 
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of God is legible to all, and ſhews us our 
Duty. When we compare our own 
Lives with this Law, our own Con- 
ſciences will tell us in what Inſtances we 
have offended, The Conſideration of the 
Perfections of the divine Nature, as vi- 
fible in the Works of the Creation, will 
teach us to fear his Wrath; and the gra- 
cious Diſpenſation of the Goſpel will 
ſhew us upon what Terms we are to hope 
for Mercy. But theſe Things are apt to 
glected, it will be the ſame Thing as if 
we had neither Law nor Goſpel ; nor 
Hope or Fear of any Thing hereafter to 
come. It is the Intention of Providerſce, 

by ſuch Examples as we have now be- 
fore us, to awaken our Attention to theſe 
Things, which the Cares, and the Buſi- 
neſs, and the Vanities of Life too fre- 
quently drive out of our Minds ; and if 
ſuch Examples have this Effect, and with 
Conſciouſneſs of our Guilt, and earneſt 
Reſolutions of Amendment, we come to 
Ons imploring his MIRICY ; our Faſting 
D will 
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will be a gervice acceptable to him. We 
ſhall have done as much as our preſent 
Conditions will admit. But we are not 
to ſuppoſe that our Work ts finiſhed when 
the Day is over. "The greater Part is yet 
to come ; which is to keep alive thoſe 
Sparks of Religion which ſuch Occaſions 
have kindled in our Hearts, till they grow 
up into a ſhining Light, and not ſuffer 
them to languiſh and die upon our Minds. 
So that, both before and after, here is a 


proper and neceſſary Employment for us. 


Before, to prepare the Ground to receive 


the good Seed; and afterwards. to enable 


the. Sced ſown to bring forth the Fruits of 
Holineſs. | 

Natural Senſe will ſuggeſt to every 
Man, that-the Way to carry on a Refor- 
mation with Succeſs is to cut off the Oc- 
caſions of Sin, and to place ourſelves at a 


proper Diſtance from every Thing that is 


apt to divert the Attention from the one 
Ting neceſſary; and there is no Doubt, 
a wide Difference between that Spirit 
whuch ought to accompany our 8 
nn 
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and that which we bring with us from 
the Playhouſe or the Card-Table, Does 
not this ſuggeſt ſome Suſpenſion at leaſt Þ 
Should there not be ſome Pauſe ; ſome 
Truce with our Pleaſures? Ves; and, if 
we meant only the Religion of a Day, 
poſſibly this might do. But if we intend 
a general Reformation of Manners (and 
nothing leſs will effectually ſerve) we 
muſt go a great Deal farther, and con- 
ſider of ſome general Regulation of the 
common Diverſions ; which, inſtead of 
being uſed as ſuch, are, with many, the 
main Buſineſs of Life. This is Liberty 
abuſed ; and it is the great Engine that has 
poured out upon. us the Spirit of. Slumber, 
and given us Eyes that we ſhould not fee, 
and Ears that we ſhould not hear . The 
ul Effects of theſe Things, upon the 
lower Sort of People, have been fo ſen- 
ſibly felt, that, in ſome Inſtances, the 
Law has interpoſed ; but to little better 


. * Ifaiah xxix. 10. , Rom, Xl, $, 


Da : Pur- 


[28 ] 


Purpoſe than to ſhew its own Weakneſs * 
What then is to be done ? Let us be 


wiſe, and do that for ourſelves, which 


Laws cannot do for us ; and let us make 
Baſte to do it; for who can tell how long 
God will ſpare us ? Have we not ſeen the 
whole Earth around us trembling. from its 
very Foundations ? Have we not felt the 
more diſtant Effects of it, even within 
ourſelves? And who is that Explorer of 
natural Cauſes? Who that Searcher into the 
ſecret Purpoſes of God, that can aſſure 
us, that Deſtruction will not overtake us 
in a Moment! What did the Inhabitants 
of Liſbon know of their being to be de- 


ſtroyed by an Earthquake, before the 


Moment, when they felt the Ground 
heaving under their Feet, and faw their 
Houſes tumbling about their Ears? No 


'* 7 will infance particalarty in Pl Has, which 


though limited by a late Act of Parliament, are as frequent 


throughout the Kingdom as if no ſuch Act had been 

made ; to the great Prejudice of private Families in cal- 
ling off Servants from their Buſineſs ; and of the Publick 
in general, by encouraging Idleneſ and Debaucherp. 
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more than the Cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah knew of their being deſtroyed by 
Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven, But 
theſe (in ſome Sort) may be excuſed ; 
for they had no Warning. Not ſo, the 
Inhabitants of the old World, for they 
had Warning by the preaching of Noah, 
but repented not. And have not E had 
Warning ? Yes; the greateſt we can aſk, 
unleſs we expect (what we have no Right 
to expect) that God ſhould work Mira- 
eles to fave us. 

To ſtand out then againſt this Warn- 
ing, is, in Effect, to ſay that we will 
take no Warning till our Deſtruction 
comes; and then all Warnings will be too 
late. God alone knows the Events of 
Things, and what he has to do with us. 
But, if we remain a People to ſolemnize 
the wiſhed for Day; I hope we ſhall not 
forget, with our Humiliations, to offer up 
our Thankſgivings to God; that amidſt 
theſe Con vulſions of Nature, whilſt Cities 
have been deſtroyed, and many Thouſands 
buried in Ruins; we have been left alive and 
untouched, 
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untouched, to proftrate ourſelves before His 
Footſtbol, to implore his Mercy. If we - 
8 aſt unto God ; he will accept our 9 5 
Ut, Proyers, and we may have comfortable MM 
| 1. Hopes that he will yet fpare us. But if 7 
N our Faſt is to begin without Thought, 

5 and to end without Reformation ; let us 
i take Heed left inſtedd of averting God's 
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